HIGHER EDUCATION TRAVEL CONTROL BOARD

January 15, 2008 Meeting Minutes

Board Members 

Present via video conference:

Mike Bass, University of Illinois (Chair)

Ted Bachman, Northern Illinois University

Mary Kentzler, Illinois State University

Connie Hess, SIU School of Medicine
Peggy Podlasek, Illinois Board of Higher Education

Ron Ward, Western Illinois University

Bruce Bennett, Illinois Community College Board
Absent:
Peggy Ho, Northeastern Illinois University

Karen Kissel, Governors State University

Teresa Sims, Eastern Illinois University

Louise Williams, Chicago State University

Guests Present:

Heather Humphrey, University of Illinois

Cheryl Webster, Western Illinois University
Proceedings:

· Meeting called to order at 10:15 a.m. by Chair, Mike Bass
· The minutes for the July 16, 2007 meeting were presented.  A motion by Ted Bachman, seconded by Peggy Podlasek, was made to approve as submitted.  Motion approved unanimously.

Second Quarter Exception Requests

Chicago State University – 2 exception for $315.00

Eastern Illinois University – 48 exceptions for $2,661.38


Governors State University –  16 exceptions for $953.81

Illinois Board of Higher Education – 2 exceptions for $206.00    

 Illinois Community College Board – No exceptions to report

Illinois Math and Science Academy – 6 exceptions for $532.38

Illinois State University – 86 exceptions for $9,947.10

Northeastern Illinois University – 17 exceptions for $2,204.24

Northern Illinois University – No exceptions to report

Southern Illinois University Carbondale – 74 exceptions for $6,313.46

Southern Illinois University Edwardsville – 15 exceptions for $227.30

Southern Illinois University School of Medicine – No exceptions to report

State Universities Civil Service System – 3 exceptions for $135.39

State Universities Retirement System – 12 exceptions for $1,274.87

University of Illinois Chicago – 254 exceptions for $40,519.16

University of Illinois Springfield – 39 exceptions for $3,263.37

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign – 737 exceptions for $84,050.95

Western Illinois University – 63 exceptions for $$3,755.21

A motion was made by Connie Hess and was seconded by Ron Ward to approve the 2nd quarter exceptions. Motion approved unanimously. 
Other Business

· Mike Bass asked Heather Humphrey to discuss status of the HETCB administrative rules.  She remarked that the first notice period concludes on January 21st and that no comments have been received.  Mike will then need to file for 2nd Notice with JCAR.  Heather also gave an update on the new HETCB website.  A test version of the site should be ready soon and a link will be sent to all members to review and comments are appreciated. 
·  Mary Kentzler inquired whether Mike Bass had any information regarding when the Comptroller’s Office might begin enforcing the 60 day time limit for the filing of vouchers.  He said that he had no information on this subject but would inquire with the Comptroller and let the Board know what he finds out. 

· Mike Bass informed the Board of the 2008 Standard Mileage Rate, which will be 50.5 cents effective July 1, 2008.

· Mike Bass gave the Board a summary of the Travel Regulation Council meeting in January.  He let the Board know that although the topic of increasing downstate metro rates was discussed, no positive action was taken on the matter.  The TRC requested that the various hotel/motel associations compile information to support their claim regarding the need for increased rates, as well as what they could guarantee regarding occupancy for state workers.  This information will be reviewed and discussed at a special TRC meeting to be held in the spring.
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Ron Ward and was seconded by Bruce Bennett.  Meeting was adjourned at 10:40 a.m. 

Submitted by Mike Bass, Chair
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